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Deadline for Next Backfire:  23rd March 2018 
We are always looking for members’ contributions on competitions, club matters and 

journeys. 
Editor: Ralph Colmar Email: backfire@bristolpegasus.com  

The views and opinions printed in this newsletter are those of the contributors 
and not necessarily those of BPMC 

 



 

Chairman's Chat 
By Andy Moss 

 

February has been a month of planning for the clubs          
spring and summer activities. We start with a low cost          
competitive event with our Car Trial in April. If you haven't           
had a go at a Production Car Trial before they are fun,            

low cost events that are suitable for most ordinary road cars, so there's no excuse               
for not having a great day’s fun. Anyone who renewed their membership this year              
should have received a voucher for £10 off entry to an event – use this and you can                  
even enter for free. If you are not competing then why not come along and help out?                 
We need a scrutineer to help look over the cars, a club steward to keep an eye on                  
things and of course marshals to do the scoring on the day.  
 

Things are also coming together nicely for our first sprint of the year at Llandow on                
the 12th of May. We have held our first         
planning meeting, entry forms are now      
available from the club website and quite       
a few entries have already started coming       
in. This year we will again be joined by         
the HSA and Historic Rally Car      
Championships, with several other one     
make championships and the ASWMC     
and WAMC coming along once more, we       
hope to have a good entry again this        
year. 
 

Planning has also started for the ACE       
Classic Tour - Martin Emsley and Alan       
Spencer are again working out the route       
with Tony Joiner, as always, over seeing       
things. This years charity will be Brain       
Tumour Research - a very good cause.       
We will again be running an Autumn Tour        
in September - that event is being       
masterminded by Matt Johnson and will      
support another very worthy cause - St       
Peter’s Hospice. 
  

For the armchair motorsport enthusiast, our Fantasy F1 contest is now accepting            
entries. With only a couple of weeks to the start of another F1 season the easiest                
way to enter is on the website, the system here is very quick and easy to use – it will                    
even do the adding up of your team cost for you. With changes to the cars this year                  
let’s hope things are a bit less predictable in 2018. 
 

Andy Moss 

 



 

Editorial 
 

Time is ticking towards a deadline and the midnight oil burns yet again at Backfire 
towers, over the last 28 days I have not spent much time in Bristol and only one on 
a motorsport related activity namely a Saturday morning visit Race Retro. 
 

The main attraction for me was seeing Peter Connew and his cousin Barry Boor 
with the Connew formula one car they designed and built in the early 1970’s. 
 

However there were many other unexpected attractions that included but were not 
limited to no less than five cars that competed in the 1968 London to Sydney 
Marathon including Bill Bengry’s Ford Cortina GT he shared with Arthur Brick that 
finished 23rd, the winning Hillman Hunter crewed by Andrew Cowan and  Brian 
Coyle and the Austin 1800 crewed by Capt. Hans Hamilton, Capt Lees - Spalding 
and Commander Philip Steams to a 31st place finish, the last of which has been 
with the same owner since 1980 and is now up for sale. 
 

Other attractions included the first Connaught L2 sports car that listed Keith 
McAlpine amongst it’s owners, the only Chevron B8, a model celebrating it’s 50th 
anniversary, to leave the factory equipped for left hand drive and any number of 
fascinating replica and tribute cars including a RHD Golf GTi tribute to the LHD Golf 
that double Le Mans winner Gijs van Lennep crewed with Ferry van der Geest to a 
36th place finish on the 1980 Monte Carlo Rally, favourite by a country mile among 
the replica’s and tribute cars for me was the Morris Marina V8 tribute to the 1974 
World Cup Rally entry driven by Majors John Hemesley and John Skinner, I was a 
lucky schoolboy army cadet who sat in the original and I was lucky to be invited to 
sit in the recreation at Race Retro. 
 

Looking forwards British Open Rally Champion Brian Culcheth with rally organiser 
and extensive motorsports author Graham Robson will be our guests at the next 
club meeting on Monday 12th March at BAWA 8pm, having seen both speaking 
elsewhere before I can assure you this will be a night full of fascinating insights into 
rallying in the 60’s and 70’s which includes the famous 16,000 mile London to 
Mexico World Cup Rally the 3rd longest rally event ever organised in which Brian 
finished second driving a Triumph 2000.  
 

Please note our Spring Autosolo scheduled for March 18th has been cancelled. 
 

My the  thanks to Dick Craddy, Phil Jones, Andrew Moss and Michael Thatcher for 
their contributions to this month’s issue of Backfire 
 

Wishing you all a safe months motoring.  
 
 

 
 

Ralph Colmar   

 

 



 

Events Calendar 
 

Club Night Monday - 12th March - Note Early Start 7.30pm 
 

British Group 1 Rally Champion Brian Culcheth and rally organiser and extensive 
motorsports author Graham Robson will be our guests at the next club meeting on 
Monday 12th March at BAWA 7.30pm.  
 

This will be a night full of fascinating insights into rallying in the 60’s and 70’s which 
includes the famous 16,000 mile London to Mexico World Cup Rally the 3rd longest 
rally event ever organised in which Brian finished second driving a Triumph 2000. 

 

During a career that spanned the 60’s and 70’s of 
Rallying Brian’s employers Mercedes Benz, 
Standard Triumph, British Motor Corporation / 
Leyland and Dealer Opel Team, his competition 
seat time included an Austin A50, tail fin 
Mercedes Benz, a variety of Sprites, a Lotus 26R, 
Marina’s, Dolomites, TR7/8’s and Opel Kadett’s 
the last of which he won the British Open Rally 
Championship with. 
 

Graham Robson was one of Jaguars first Graduate Trainee’s and after working on 
the design of the Mk2 E Type a Mark X he moved on to a career in Motorsport 
Mnagement  that included spells at Sunbeam, Standard Triumph while pursuing a 
career as a rally co driver and rally correspondent which led him to becoming a road 
car tester for Autocar. 
 

He became an independent writer in 1972 his first of many books being on the 1970 
Daily Mirror World Cup Rally which he had helped organise, he also wrote an 
extensive volume on the Ford Cosworth DFV which some members will be familiar 
with.  
 

Monday 2nd April - Coleford Carnival Of Transport 
We are planning a club stand at the Easter Monday Coleford 
Festival of Transport on Easter Monday. There are around 
500 cars on show and plenty of other attractions – for more 
information on the event see 
http://www.colefordcarnivaloftransport.co.uk/ 
 

We are also planning to meet up and drive to the event in 
convoy. Contact Nick Wood for more information on  0778 
6936941 or nickswood@hotmail.com 
 

Monday 9th April - Club Night 
Club meeting at BAWA from 8pm - more details next month. 
 
 
 

 



 

Sunday 29th April - Cross Trophy Car Trial - Dundry 
Our Production Car Trial is to be held at Lower Grove 
Farm in Dundry on Sunday April 29th. The venue is 
superb for an event of this type and should offer a 
challenge for most. Signing on from 12.00 & first car to 
start at 13.00. Entrants will need a vehicle, a driver 
and a passenger whose job it will be to jump about in 
the passenger seat to maintain traction when the 
going gets a bit slippy. If you don't have a passenger, 
don't worry – you can always grab a fellow competitor to sit in. Entry details coming 
soon on the club website or contact Event Secretary - Tim Murray 0117 9499449, 
secretary@bristolpegasus.com 
 

A brilliant fun afternoon with your ordinary road car. 
 

Saturday 12th May - Llandow Sprint 
 

The 2018 May Llandow Sprint will again 
be organised by ourselves and Bristol 
Motor Club. As well as the ASWMC and 
WAMC championships we joined by a 
number of one make championships.  
 

Entry details on the club website or 
contact Andy Moss on 0117 9041841.  
Marshals also required - Cooked Lunch 
Provided and Bridge Toll Refunded 
 

Sunday 3rd June - Ace Classic 
and Sports Tour 
June the 3rd is the date for our ACE Car 
Tour.  The Tour will follow a new route 
north of Bristol which is being planned by 
Alan Spencer. The event is aimed primarily 
at Classic, Kit and Sports Cars but club 
members are very welcome whatever car 
they are driving. Details later in Backfire or 
on the website. 

 
 

Saturday 18th August  
Castle Combe Track Day 
Entries open soon - forms will be e-mailed to past 
entrants and will be published on the club website 
where you can enter online. 

 



 

Invitations 
 

12th Bovey Down Single Venue Classic Trial - Sunday 22nd April 2018 
 

Bovey Down Woods, MR 192:203,912 / SY 20330 91182 / 50.714788N, 3.1298376W 
 

In 2018, we are pleased to be able to run this non-championship event again. This 
year it will be held 3 weeks after the Lands End trial, with sections run in 3 groups, 
coffee breaks with onsite catering and toilet facilities, it serves well as a great social 
event and a great season finale for the West Country trials. 
 
We are also looking for a minimum of 30 marshalls to be able to run all these 
sections, so if you are not planning to enter, why not make up a car-full and have a 
good day’s motorsport in East Devon. 
 

Ffi :- Anna Robinson - 07780787529       david@robinson2x.plus.com 
 
M.G.s for Grass Round 1 Saturday 28th April 2018 at Hartley Farm  
 

BPMC members are invited to join The M.G.Car 
Club South Western Centre 
M.G.s for Grass Round 1 Saturday 28th April 2018 
at Hartley Farm, Gloucester Road, Charmy 
Down, Bath. BA1 8AF (on the A46 5 miles north 
of Bath) by the kind permission of Margaret 
Meridith the farmer. Sign on by 10.30 am. Entries 
£15.00 ffi contact Victoria Jones, Shaft House, 
Shaft Road, Monkton Combe, BATH.  BA2 7HN. 
peterandvictoria@icloud.com   
 

Marshals Wanted 
 

Great Western Sprint Castle Combe on Saturday 24th March 
 

To enable this event to run safely and smoothly Bristol Motor Club need 40+ 
Marshals for circuit posts, paddock and start line duties. No experience is necessary 
as novices will always be paired with more experienced members of the team. 
 

All Marshals will be given a free hot lunch in The Tavern Restaurant in the paddock, 
quality raffle draw and reward points for BMC members. 
 

To register your interest please email, text, phone or tweet :- Mike Cole 
e-mail cole.mike@btinternet.com Tel: 07980 416075 Twitter: @mcole7617 
 

 Woolbridge Motor Club  
 

… are looking for Marshals on the following dates 28/29 April,  12th May and 28/29 
July at Wiscombe and 22/23 September at Manor Farm for more details contact :- 
Worth Birkill e-mail worth@pandaprinters.co.uk  
 

 

mailto:david@robinson2x.plus.com
mailto:cole.mike@btinternet.com


 

Club Night Venue 
 

Our regular venue is - 
 

BAWA Leisure Centre 
589 Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol, BS34 7RG 

 
 
As many members will know we recently returned to BAWA which was our regular              
club meeting venue for many years. There are no issues for non-BAWA members             
coming to our evening. 
 
We normally meet in Room 7 or Room 4. Most meetings start at 8.00pm, check               
Backfire for details each month. 

 

There is a public bar so members arriving early may enjoy a drink and a chat before                 
the formal club night proceedings start.  

 

 
Note :  EARLY START FOR MARCH 
Next BPMC meeting at BAWA is on Monday 12th of March. 
Meet from 7.15pm for an 7.30pm start to talk. 

 



 

Winter Nav Ex 16th February 2018 
 

If place names such as Bully Hole Bottom, Botany Bay, Devauden, Trellech Grange             
and Penterry are familiar you will understand that the February Navigation Exercise            
was held between Chepstow, Usk and Monmouth. 
 

The preparatory activities demand the approval of the Gwent Police and of Andrew             
Thomson, the MSA RLO for Wales. Andrew requested a re-route, which was my             
choice, or PR of houses within 500 metres of the route, which was not. New for this                 
year was the need to satisfy the joint Gwent and Monmouthshire County Councils’             
‘Event Safety Authorisation Group’. This body, which is primarily in place to advise             
on the Safety of Church Fetes etc, requested prior knowledge of our event.             
Submission of the route authorisations as given by the Police and RLO plus             
reference to relevant sections of the Blue Book, together with a subsequent telecon,             
satisfied the Council officers need for a ‘tick in the box’. 
 

Six cars gathered at Upper Wyndcliff Car Park, 1 mile north of St Arvans, for signing                
on, the statutory Police briefing and distribution of the Route Cards which this year I               
reduced to two, being ‘Beginners’ and ‘Experienced’. The latter being a mix of the              
previous ‘Novice and Expert’ cards which it replaced. The entrants were Chris            
Thompson and Tim (SAAB 93), Danny Castleton and Don Neate (Mini Mayfair), Rob             
Powell and Rob Whalley (Fiesta), Bob Bull and Alan Spencer (Mini Cooper S),             
Martyn and Lisa Davies (Fiesta) with Ben Bishop (Renault Clio) taking on the roles              
of both navigator and driver. 
 

After 45/60 minutes plotting the cars moved off, singly, to tackle the 27.5-mile route.              
Initially turning west to Gaerlwyd before turning north and the east, via Cobblers             
Plain, to Llanishen Cross. From there the route headed essentially SSE to the finish              
at the Wye Valley Hotel, Tintern where a roaring log fire together with Andy, Liz, Tim                
and Nick, who were unable to compete this year, greeted us. 
 

All competitors completed the route by the 10.15 pm making Route Card marking             
straightforward as no time penalties were incurred. The winners by a comfortable            
margin were Martyn and Lisa Davies. For some years Martyn was accompanied by             
his elder daughter, Kate, with substantial success. This event was Lisa’s first            
attempt and it is to her credit that she not only navigated her father to first place but                  
enjoyed the experience as well. The results were a credit to each crew. 
 

1. Martyn and Lisa Davies 
2. Ben Bishop 
3. Danny Castleton and Don Neate 
4. Bob Bull and Alan Spencer 
5. Chris and Tom Thompson 
6. Rob Powell and Rob Whalley 

 

After swapping experiences everybody departed for home around 11.00pm. 
 

My thanks to all who entered the  ‘Tour of the Wye valley’. See you in 2019? 
 

Dick Craddy 
 



 

It’s an uphill struggle  
 

2018 and still not driving around in a spaceship…. 

Well back in the flared trouser, brown MkIII Cortina 1970s, I had feared as a young 
petrol head that by the time I could afford a decent set of wheels, we would all be 
wearing a silver inflatable suit and sporting a shiny helmet… 

Anyway, I don’t know about you but not a lot has changed in day to day reality. The 
plug in / VW Diesel - gate / self-parking / ‘drive while typing away on Facebook in 
the middle lane’ trends have largely passed me by.  

I still lie on the garage floor trying to get frozen bolts off with a cup of tea by my side. 
Mind you, a decent petrol hybrid orespecially a Hydrogen fuel car could get me 
excited. But pure plug in Electrics don’t really do it for me except for short journey 
commutes where I do see the point. But I don’t do those journeys. 

Recently, I have faced yet more travel and of the international variety and so my 
thoughts have turned to self-preservation and attempting to have ‘less to do’ in my 
spare time. It’s a constant fight as one half of my underdeveloped brain wants to 
scour carandclassic.co.uk and secure yet another member of the fleet and the other 
half is saying ’own less of them and you will enjoy them even more’. 

Here’s the problem. Before Mrs Jones shoves me into my mahogany box and tries 
desperately to get the lid to shut properly, I still need a Fiat 124 Sport Coupe. And a 
128 Rally. Alfasud T1 1200, Monteverdi 375L, Merc. W111 Coupe, 600 Grosser, 
1960s Chrysler 300, of course another Lambo and…..But time, money and space 
get in the way. 

I did have a nose around a building for sale near me back in October. It was huge 
and well-priced, formerly used as a crèche but I realised that it was, in fact, yet 
another project dressed up as a building. Maybe later and for the start-up of a 
classic car business, but not now. 

So, heading into last autumn, I was brutal with myself (no, not in that sense) and put 
two cars up for sale. The first was Gordon. You might think that odd but actually the 
intensity of the whole purchase and resto / learning process was really the bit I 
enjoyed most. Once the car was done, working properly and much admired, I was 
thinking about doing it all again. The strong price achieved at the Revival Bonham’s 
sale further spurred me on and I fancied the idea of achieving a world record price 
for a GK – whether it made me money or not. Given what I have invested in it, likely 
not but that’s Ok with me.  

In late October, I reached an agreement with Graeme Hunt in Kensington to put the 
car in his showroom. Graeme had previously achieved a six figure result for a GK 
which was not that far off the recent Bonham’s result so he knows what he is doing 

 



 

in this market. Lloyd and I trailered it up – really 
not the easiest task in central London – ready for 
the 2018 season. Someone would get a lot of 
pleasure out of the GK as its one of the finest in 
existence. I know that for a fact.  

Ironically, along comes a buyer within a week, 
drives it twice and buys it. I shall not mention a 
number in public as that would not be appropriate 
but suffice to say I think it got the value it 
deserved and I was happy with the outcome. Still 
a wrench to see it go mind. It meant that the 
infamous coffin with the spare front and rear 
screens could also go and so there’s even more 
space in the garage. 

The other to go up for sale is the Soup Dragon. 
Yes the Marcos Mantis. I have had 4 seasons of great fun in it, Lloyd has had two. 
It’s been 100% reliable, is built like a brick privy and will go on pounding round as a 
sprint car or make a very fruity road car. But we had the Marcos 1800 project 
heading for (sort of) completion and, with the time available, we needed to focus on 
getting that competitive. More of that anon. 

So it was down to 10 cars at home. Mind you, there was a near miss back in late 
September with a Fiat 128. 

Young Owen is a nut for them (I like them too) and he even has an Italian language 
Fiat 128 racing bible and a Haynes workshop manual ‘just in case it was ever 
needed’. Like father like son it seems. Hence we are always on the lookout for a 
decent 2 door RHD. But that’s a bit like looking for Disney ride without a long queue. 

Then, as always happens, up comes an opportunity. A 1976, RHD 2 door, well 
known in Italian car circles as the project car that Michael Ward of Auto Italia built in 
the early 2000s. It was a 2 door RHD 1100 shell to which he had fitted a Strada / 
Ritmo 1300 motor, 5 speed box and a 128 Rally, round light, rear panel. It was done 
as a sort of café racer with buckets, arches etc. and it looked lovely. Many years 
and owners later, up it comes for sale in Harrogate. Blimey. That’s 4 hours away. 

Off I trot and, having exited my pit at 04:30am, I arrive by 09:30am. The car had 
absorbed a good 7 Grand recently and now sported box arches a la Filipinetti race 
cars and a roll cage. It was apparently part ex’d for a Mustang by a race mechanic 
who was going to sprint it but had changed his mind. Hmm, heard that one before 
so I was intrigued. 

 

 



 

Out on the road, the Weber 40s were 
drowning it so it needed a rolling road 
session for sure. The gearbox whined 
so new bearings were needed there. 
The shell was nice and stiff (though 
patched like my Nan’s old quilt), the 
adjustable platforms and dampers were 
working well and it handled but just had 
no power and more importantly, it did 
not feel like a revvy Fiat SOHC. I had 
the pleasure, ‘back in the day’, of 
driving my mate’s Strada with a 1301 
engine / hot cam / head / exhaust and a twin choke Webber and it was an 8000rpm 
screamer. More like a Kawasaki than a car engine. One of the very best engines I 
have ever experienced. This was not of the same order. 

I agonised over whether this was actually the RHD opportunity of the century and 
worth looking past the immediate issues or whether it was really a car that was 
neither road nor track and would need a lot of attention to make decent. I came 
down in favour of the later but was it wasn’t the conclusion I had wanted to reach. 
The fact that it is still for sale many months later probably says I came out with the 
right conclusion though. 

Mr Frank was a great help with background advice and Michael Ward also offered 
some moral support. We still have that Fiat 128 itch to scratch. 

I did say in December that my NY resolution was to buy no cars in 2018. It’s going 
to be a long year…. 

Jones the Speed 
 

 
The same FIAT 128 Phil did not buy was spotted by the editor at Brooklands couple 

of years ago.  

 



 

Queen Square Feb 2018 By Andy Moss 

  

  

  

  

 



 

Bristol Pegasus NEEDS YOU ! 
The successful running of club 

events requires Marshals and Organisers 
Get involved 

Be close to the action 
Meet Other Club Members 

 
BPMC Pin Badges 

 

Now available; Delightful 20mm diameter BPMC pin badges in black 
nickel, red / white enamel finish. These are a must for club members and 
available for £2.00 each from Alan Spencer. 
 

BPMC polo or sweatshirts 
 

Pick your colour and size, state whether polo or sweatshirt and how many, then 
ring/email Alan Spencer with your order :- alan49spencer@gmail.com  01179 

712587 Polo shirts £6.50 each and sweatshirts £10 - a bargain! 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Sweatshirts & polo shirts are available in the following colours and sizes: 
White, grey, light blue, royal blue and black - S, M, L and XL. 

 

PLEASE NOTE ALAN HAS A NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS ! 
 

Help raise funds for Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the bookshop www.bristolpegasus.com 
and use the Amazon link to buy books, CD's /DVD's 

 

 



 

Bristol Pegasus Fantasy Formula One 2018 
Competition Details - Free Entry  
 
The Bristol Pegasus Fantasy Formula One competition is now into its 23rd year and 
continues to be popular with members. Our rules differ a little from those found in 
the “real” F1 championship so make sure you read them carefully.  
 
Entry is free and open to all club members. One family member may also submit an 
entry. Results will be published in Backfire each month and will be available 
between magazines on the club website.  
 
Prizes – Whilst our Fantasy F1 contest is mostly for fun, a £20 gift voucher of your 
choice will be awarded to the winner. We will accept entries up to the first race – the 
Australian Grand Prix. Entries should arrive by Friday 23rd March - Good Luck ! 
 

Rules 
You must pick any TWO drivers, any TWO teams and an Engine 

● You have a budget of £110m; if you exceed this amount your team will              
not be accepted. For every £1m under budget, 5 bonus points will be             
awarded. 

● Your driver must finish the race to score points 
● Replacement drivers do not count, likewise if one of your teams doesn’t            

complete the season, you cannot replace them. However the rest of your            
drivers/teams will still count and you will score points. 

● Team and Engine scores are based on the combined score of both cars.             
Engines score half points. 

● All participants have to pick a joker race, in the event of a tie at the end                 
of the season your score from this race will count double. 

● Points will be as follows:  
1st = 25, 2nd = 18, 3rd = 15, 4th = 12, 5th = 10, 6th = 8, 7th = 6, 8th = 4, 9th                         
= 2, 10th = 1 

 
The easiest way to enter is online at  
https://bristolpegasus.com/fantasy-f1-registration 
or Complete the entry form on the next page. If you do not wish to cut your                 
Backfire send your entry on a photocopy or a plain piece of paper. 

 



 

2018 Fantasy F1 Car and Driver Costs 
 

Team Cost £M Engine Cost £M Driver name Cost £M 

Ferrari 40 Ferrari 20 Sebastian Vettel 35 
Kimi Räikkönen 25 

Force India 20 Mercedes (I) 10 Sergio Pérez 15 
Esteban Ocon 12 

Haas 12 Ferrari (H) 5 Romain Grosjean 8 
Kevin Magnussen 6 

McLaren 20 Renault (M) 10 Stoffel Vandoorne 12 
Fernando Alonso 15 

Mercedes 70 Mercedes 35 Lewis Hamilton 45 
Valtteri Bottas 35 

Red Bull 
Racing 30 TAG Heuer 15 Daniel Ricciardo 25 

Max Verstappen 20 

Renault 15 Renault 7 Nico Hülkenberg 10 
Carlos Sainz Jr. 5 

Sauber 8 Ferrari (S) 4 Marcus Ericsson 6 
Charles Leclerc 5 

Scuderia 
Toro Rosso 10 Honda 6 Pierre Gasly 7 

Brendon Hartley 5 

Williams 20 Mercedes (W) 10 Lance Stroll 15 
Sergey Sirotkin 10 

 
2018 Fantasy F1 Entry Form 

Enter online at http://bristolpegasus.com/fantasy-f1-registration 
Send form to Andy Moss, 80 Meadow Way, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 8BP 
E-mail entries to andy@mossdata.co.uk 
You have £110m to spend on two different drivers, two cars & an Engine 
 
Driver 1 : Driver 2 : 
Team 1 : Team 2 : 
Engine : Joker Race : 
 
 
Name: 
Address : 
 
 
Telephone :                E-Mail: 
 

 

http://bristolpegasus.com/fantasy-f1-registration
http://bristolpegasus.com/fantasy-f1-registration


 

 
Round Grand Prix Circuit Date Live TV 

1 Australian Grand Prix Melbourne 25 March Sky 
2 Bahrain Grand Prix Sakhir 8 April Ch4/Sky 
3 Chinese Grand Prix Shanghai 15 April Sky 
4 Azerbaijan Grand Prix Baku 29 April Ch4/Sky 
5 Spanish Grand Prix Barcelona 13 May Sky 
6 Monaco Grand Prix Monaco 27 May Ch4/Sky 
7 Canadian Grand Prix Montreal 10 June Sky 
8 French Grand Prix Paul Ricard 24 June Sky 
9 Austrian Grand Prix Spielberg 1 July Ch4/Sky 
10 British Grand Prix Silverstone 8 July Ch4/Sky 
11 German Grand Prix Hockenheim 22 July Sky 
12 Hungarian Grand Prix Budapest 29 July Sky 
13 Belgian Grand Prix Spa 26 August Ch4/Sky 
14 Italian Grand Prix Monza 2 September Sky 
15 Singapore Grand Prix Marina Bay 16 September Ch4/Sky 
16 Russian Grand Prix Sochi 30 September Sky 
17 Japanese Grand Prix Suzuka 7 October Ch4/Sky 
18 USA Grand Prix Austin, Texas 21 October Ch4/Sky 
19 Mexican Grand Prix Mexico City 28 October Sky 
20 Brazilian Grand Prix São Paulo 11 November Sky 
21 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix Yas Marina 25 November Ch4/Sky 

 
Automated Membership System 

We have introduced a new automated membership system. A link has been added             
to the Bristol Pegasus web site. 
 

The new system will help to ensure our details are correct and allow you to update                
your own information to ensure you get timely information from the club including             
your renewal reminders. As well as these benefits it reduces administration for the             
club volunteers and keeps your information secure.  
 

All members who can use the new system are encouraged to do so, but should you                
not have internet access we will help update your information and provide a paper              
form. One significant difference is that new memberships will run for 12 months from              
start/renewal date as opposed to running out at year end. New members can             
already join using the system which is online on the club website. 
 

ALL members can check and update their details by accessing our membership            
system at :- https://bristolpegasus.com/manage-your-membership/ 
 

All members now get membership for a year from renewal or joining date. 

 

https://bristolpegasus.com/manage-your-membership/


 

The 2018 ACE Tour will follow a new route North of Bristol into the South of the 
Cotswolds which is being planned by Alan Spencer. The event is aimed primarily at 
Classic, Kit and Sports Cars but club members are very welcome whatever car they 

are driving.  Enter on the above form or online on the club website  

 



 

2018 Club Championships 
Clubmans Championship 

Points will be awarded for all BPMC events entailing the use of a car.              
Points are awarded according to the formula. 
 

 
 

● Points are awarded according to finishing position in class or if there are no              
classes, by overall finishing position. 

● Non finishers are included in number of starters and will be classed as             
finishing in last position. 

● For tied positions, points are averaged for the number tied (eg if 2 entrants tie               
for 4th place, then each is given position 4½). 

● The first signed-on passenger scores for Navigation Exercises, Navigation         
Scatters, Treasure Hunts. For the Test Day organisers points only will be            
awarded. 

● For club events such as Touring Assemblies, Test Days etc where no result is              
declared members who enter will receive 2 bonus point towards the Clubmans            
championship. Qualifying events are defined by the club committee. 

● Points will not be awarded for Organising or Marshalling which will be            
recognised separately in the Marshals Championship, however note that in          
order to be classified in the final championship results entrants must have            
marshalled or organised an event. 

  

Awards are given to the first three in the end of year standings. In the event of a tie                   
it will be decided by the following criteria 

1. The person who has marshalled or organised the most events 
2. The most 1st place positions, followed by most 2nd place and so on 

  

Marshals Championship 

Trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd will be presented based on organising & marshalling. 
 

3 points will be awarded to event organisers 
2 points will be awarded to marshals 
1 points will be awarded for setting up an event on the day before an event 

● Event organisers points will be awarded to those who organise any club event             
including non-competitive events including Navigation Events, Treasure       
Hunts, or who act as Clerk of the Course, Secretary of Meeting or Entries              
Secretary. 

● Should an event be cancelled due to circumstances beyond the organisers           
control, points will still be awarded. 

  

Championship Officials Co-ordinator: TBC, Stewards: The Club Vice Presidents 
 

 



 

LLANDOW 
May Sprint 2018 

 
 

Llandow Circuit, Vale of Glamorgan 
SATURDAY 12th MAY 2018 

 

The Trident Engineering Welsh Sprint and Hillclimb Championship 
The Bridge Tyres & Wheels ASWMC Sprint Championship 

The DEWS Speed Championship 
The Vincenzo & Son Bristol MX5 Challenge 

Bristol Clio Cup 
SBD HSA Speed Championship 

HRCR Speed Series Championship 
 

The 2018 May Llandow Sprint will again be organised by  
Bristol Pegasus Motor Club and Bristol Motor Club.  

Last years event was very successful with around 90 entries.  
 

 

Regulations and entry details now available on the club 
website www.bristolpegasus.com 

 

 

 



 

As many of you will know our club was formed by employees at the Bristol 
Aeroplane Company. The story below tells the history of the men who created that 

company. The article was compiled by Michael Thatcher of the Bristol Owners 
Heritage Trust who has kindly given his permission for us to reprint it in Backfire. 

Part 2 tells the story of Stanley White.  
 

G. Stanley White 
(1882-1964) 

 
 

In the early 1900's, Stanley was a keen        
horseman and enthusiastic motorist. His     
father forbade him from learning to fly, but he         
was a passenger on early Boxkite flights and,        
also being a competent photographer, took      
aerial pictures of Bulford Camp, on Salisbury       
Plain, to convince the military of their       
vulnerability from the air. 
 

Right : Sir G.Stanley White, c.1920. 

 
 

Left : G. Stanley White and the French 
pilot Henri Jullerot on a "Bristol" 

Boxkite, in a temporary hangar on the 
Bristol Downs. They are preparing for a 

public demonstration flight over the 
Bristol Suspension Bridge in November 

1910. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Right : G. Stanley White's photograph of the "Bristol" Flying 
School sheds at Larkhill, taken from a "Bristol" Boxkite c. 
1911. Stanley White also photographed Bulford Camp from 
the air, to demonstrate the army's vulnerability. The Larkhill 
sheds still stand and are thought to be the oldest surviving 

hangars in Europe. 
 

 

 



 

He came to understand aircraft and was first to publish log books for pilots. Stanley               
and his father set up flying schools in Britain and Europe and did pioneering work on                
British airports. In 1914, the Company was well placed to respond to the sudden              
demand for military aircraft, both to government and Bristol designs. Naturally, much            
secret work was done. One valuable project was the development of the 'Paravane',             
a device invented by naval officers, Burney and Usborne, to clear tethered sea             
mines.  
 

Stanley was ultimately responsible for aircraft and aero engine production in two            
World Wars, but was severely hampered by problems of finance and ownership of             
the Company, arising from his Uncle Samuel's actions and subsequently, his will.            
The Tramway and Carriage Co. was sold in 1929 and by the mid 30's virtually all of                 
Sir George White's activities were disposed of, apart from Stanley's aviation           
business. Stanley worked through the problems successfully, blaming no-one and          
giving the credit to his father and his own team. In the normal course of events,                
Stanley avoided speaking to the press at all.  
 

Yet despite all the difficulties Stanley simply got on with the job and continued to               
manage the company as he always had. He had the near impossible task of              
providing both financial backing and restraint to the irrepressible Roy Fedden,           
satisfying the principal shareholders and at the same time creating as stable an             
environment as possible, to allow the other great designers and engineers that he             
had taken on, to exercise their genius. He had been a founder of the aviation               
industry and knew his subject. Some mistook his quiet reserve for aloofness and             
many were surprised when they discovered his dry sense of humour, his private             

generosity, his grip on events and especially his        
technical knowledge. He would always stand up       
for the company against government ministers if       
they acted against its interests.  
 

The business he took over as a mere offshoot in          
1911, was, when he handed over control in 1955,         
one of the greatest concerns in the world aviation         
field, 
 

Sir Stanley is said to have been offered a         
peerage for his achievements during WWI, but       
modestly turned it down. 
 

Left : Sir G. Stanley White Bt. with Sir Winston Churchill at            
Filton, July 1948 

 
 



 

  
 



 

BPMC 2018 Events Calendar 
 

Date Event Location 
Mon 12th Mar Talk: Graham Robson/Brian Culcheth BAWA 8pm 
Sun 18th Mar Spring Autosolo - Event Postponed Rolls-Royce 
Mon 2nd Apr Coleford Classic Car Show Club Stand & Run 
Mon 9th Apr Club Night BAWA 8pm 
Sun 29th Apr Cross Trophy Trial Dundry 
Sat 12th May Llandow Sprint Llandow Circuit 
Mon 21th May Treasure Hunt  
Sun 3rd Jun ACE Classic Tour  

Mon 11th Jun Bring Your Car Night  
Mon 9th Jul Evening Car Tour  

Sun 12th Aug Sunday Treasure Hunt  
Sat 18th Aug Pegasus Track Day  Castle Combe Circuit 
Sun 2nd Sep Aerospace Bristol Visit New event details soon  
Mon 10th Sep Club Night BAWA 8pm 
Sun 23rd Sep  Pegasus Charity Classic Car Run   
Mon 8th Oct Club Night BAWA 8pm 
Sat 20th Oct Pegasus Sprint  Castle Combe Circuit 

Mon 12th Nov Club Night BAWA 8pm 
Mon 10th Dec AGM Buffet & Prizegiving BAWA 8pm 

 

Backfire 
 

 

 


